x   EVELYN'S  FRIENDS
Treasurer Evelyn visited him at Tunbridge Wells,
where Clifford in a distraught state of mind kept
him for several days. In a very long entry under the
date of August i8th, 1673, he describes how he went
to say good-bye to Clifford at Wallingford House.
He relates how Clifford had risen to the high post he
occupied and the grave mistakes he had made.
"For the rest/' he adds, "my Lord Clifford was a
valiant uncorrupt gentleman, ambitious, not covetous;
generous, passionate a most constant sincere friend to
me in particular." He goes on to describe Clifford's
last words to him and his tragic death, when his
servant found that he had "strangled himself with his
cravat upon the bed-tester/' Then follow stories of
how Clifford, after consulting his horoscope, had
expected a rapid fall from power and a violent end.
There is a certain generosity in Evelyn's attitude
towards a man who was a Catholic and who, as
a member of the notorious Cabal ministry, was far
from exemplary in public life.
For Lord Chancellor Clarendon, Evelyn had a deep
admiration, and was greatly honoured when he came
to visit him at Sayes Court in 1662 with his wife and
with "his purse and his mace borne before him/5
They were "collationed" and "were very merry/'
and Evelyn then made the acquaintance of his son,
Lord Cornbury, who became a close friend. Two
years later he stayed at Cornbury to assist in plant-
ing the park, and made visits in the neighbourhood,
staying at Oxford, where Cornbury was enter-
tained as son of the Chancellor of the University*